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S eptember 5, 8:00 p.m. at 
Craveôs. The Trip Sign Up Party will 
be held in conjunction with the first 
general meeting starting at 7:30 
with the ski trip sign up party imme-
diately following. Bring wads oô cash 
and/or your checkbook and sign up 
early and often. We have some 

great trips that will sell out fast. 
We will have food and beverages, 
as well as more detailed trip info 
and some cool prizes.  
Please remember that you do need 
to be a current Ibex member in 
good standing in order to sign up for 
the trips. If you havenôt paid your 
membership fee yet, please bring it 
to the party.     
  Salt Lake City (12/27/07 
to 1/1/08) - $1,063.00, this 5 night 
package price includes: 

¶ 5 nights stay at the Red Lion 

Hotel, including taxes 

¶ 4 day Super Pass, which is 

valid at Alta, Brighton, Snowbird 

(Continued on page 4) 

SSKIKI  TTRIPRIP  SSIGNIGN  UUPP  PPARTYARTY!!   

S aturday, September 22 is the 
long awaited date for the Second 
Annual Train Pub Crawl.   
As last July, we will commence the 
crawl from the Palatine Metra Sta-
tion at 12:25PM .  The station is lo-
cated at 137 Wood Street, Palatine. 
For the address impaired, it is 
across the street from Durty Nellieôs 
and caddy corner from Ed and 
Sarahôs Mini-mansion.  
The weekend unlimited fares on 
Metra are only $5.00, so the cost for 
the event is $5.00 PLUS whatever 
you choose to eat and drink. If you 
canôt meet us for the 12:25 feel free 
to join us anywhere along the crawl, 
just check a train schedule.  

There are no rules that say we have 
to be back in Palatine at 6:24, but 
for information purposes, the last 
train leaves Edison Park at 12:55 
am Sunday morning.  
We will be back in Palatine at 
6:24PM. Last year we gathered at 

(Continued on page 2) 
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òThe weekend 

unlimited fares 
on Metra are 
only $5.00 ò 

The Lamplighter for more refresh-
ments and dinner before heading 
home.  
The actual schedule is still open to 
revision and changes pending a trial 
run in the next couple of weeks.  
Please let me know if you are inter-
ested as I intend to make laminated 
ñ2

nd
 Annualò badges for our adven-

ture.   
 
Based on the response and actual 
fun everyone had last year, I sus-
pect that we will have a great event.  
Everyone is welcome, bring friends, 
family, no membership is required 
for this event.   
    
              

(Continued from page 1) 

Questions?  
Call me @ 630-269-8660.  
   -Craig 

MMETRAETRA  PPUBUB  CCRAWLRAWL    --CONTINUEDCONTINUED  

O n Saturday, September 8
th

 we 
will meet in downtown Lake Geneva 
for our annual circum-navigational 
bike ride around the lake.  Talk with 
anyone whoôs been on this ride be-
fore and theyôll tell you how much 
fun theyôve had! 
 
Information was electronically sent 
to all Ibex members-of-record.  If 
you did not receive this information 
and are interested in this ride, send 
me an email (j9west@comcast.net) 
and Iôll make sure you get the infor-
mation.  Itôs important that you 
reply to that message so we donôt 
leave without you.  
 

Summary of this activity:  
THIS IS AN ALL DAY EVENT 

STARTING AT EITHER 6a, 9a or 
11a depending on what you want 

to do:  
6a:  If you want to ride UP to the 

event (from Palatine   We will 
be hitting the road AT 6:00a ).  
You will need to make your own 
return arrangements (since 
youôll be sans auto).  VERY IM-
PORTANT: this is an approx. 
52 mile trip (one way); if you 
havenôt been riding regularly 
this summer, please note the 
subsequent start times below 
and plan accordingly.  Maps will 

(Continued on page 8) 
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ñFriends and 
family are way 
more 
important than 
any thing elseò 

S ummer 2007 is about over, the 
ñofficialò end to summer is consid-
ered Labor Day, so put away the 
white slacks, shoes and belts until 
Memorial Day 2008. Swimming 
pools close and the kids are back in 
school, time to start thinking about 
ski trips and vacations. Wednesday, 
September 5

th
 is the 2007-2008 Ibex 

Trip Sign up Party after the regular 
meeting at Crave.  
Sarah has an outstanding line up of 
trips to choose from.  
Two of the destinations are never 
evers for Ibex, or at least for the 
years Iôve been a member.  
 
The New Years trip is Salt Lake 
City, staying in downtown Salt Lake, 
skiing the other side of Cottonwood 
Canyon, Snowbird, Alta, Brighton, 
and Solitude. I donôt think the club 
has skied those areas in the past.  
 
Alyeska, Alaska in the early spring, 
Mickie Polk and Ed Fee as trip lead-
ers, the start of the great puppy race 
(Iditarod), and the scenic beauty of 
Alaska, what more could you ask 
for? The other two vacation trips are 
Lake Tahoe and CMSC Spring Trip 
to Breckenridge, CO.  
Be sure to thank Sarah for her hard 
work and efforts putting together an 
outstanding trip schedule.  
Enough about trips, an open ques-
tion to the membership, do we plan 
to many summer activities?  
 
Summer tends to be the busiest 
season; we have planned some-
thing for Ibex almost every weekend 
this summer, is it too much?  Talk to 
any EB member at meetings or just 
when we meet up, itôs your club and 
our goal is to have fun, full club ac-

tivities that appeal to the entire 
membership.  
 
Muse, the heading of the column, 
from Webster: To think deeply and 
at length; meditate; possibly the 
column is misnamed, while the 
thoughts are sometimes lengthy, 
they are, by choice, not necessarily 
deep or with a lot of meditation.  
That said I have been involved in 
two funerals since the fourth of Au-
gust, which would cause anyone to 
think, or at least muse about life, 
and what the balance of our life will 
hold for us.  One of the funerals was 
for my friend, Rich Droste, who 
shared the two week saga to Cen-
tral America two years ago. I have 
known Rich high school. We raced 
cars, bikes, motorcycles, skies, and 
most anything we could think of that 
involved speedéor not.  
 
I donôt mean to dwell on a friend of 
mine that none of you knew, but we 
never know how long we are going 
to be part of life as we currently un-
derstand it. Take a second and tell 
the friends and family that surround 
you care and love them. Friends 
and family are way more important 
than any thing else. A view from my 
business life---Itôs just a damn dish-
washer, you can wash your own 
dishes, you never replace a friend 
or family member.  
 
Enjoy the balance of the warm 
months, soon we will face another 
Chicago winter, but then we can 
look forward to the ski season with 
club members.  
Hope to see you all at the Trip Sign 
up Party on Sept 5

th
.  

 
   -Craig 

MMOONSOONS  MMUSINGSUSINGS  
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and Solitude 

¶ Roundtrip airport transfers via 

private motorcoach 

¶ Roundtrip ski resort transfers via 

private motorcoach 

¶ Daily buffet breakfast at the 

Olympus Café in the hotel 

¶ 5 days of ñmini-excursionsò 

throughout downtown Salt Lake City 

¶ First night welcome reception 

for all guests (this is appetizers only 
ï alcohol is available for purchase ï 
this is Utah after all) 

¶ Ski Salt Lake amenity package, 

valued at $48/person 
Non-stop airfare on Delta Airlines: 
DL1806 ORD to SLC on December 
27 5:25PM to 7:58PM returning 
DL1053 SLC to ORD on January 1, 
10:00AM to 1:58 PM 
 
Since the flight to SLC leaves in the 
evening you can probably get away 
with not using a vacation day on 
12/27. Also, you donôt have to get 
up too early with your New Yearôs 
Day annual hangover. Myth-busters: 
You can drink/buy alcoholic bever-
ages in Utah. Since they applied for 
and hosted the 2002 Winter Olym-
pics they were forced to become 
more, well, fun. There is a large 
sporting goods store directly across 
the street from the hotel that offers 
excellent rentals. 
 
Lake Tahoe (12/26 to 2/2) - 
$1,286.00, this 7 night package 
price includes: 

¶ Deluxe motorcoach transfer to/

from lodging and airport 

¶ 7 nights condo accommodations 

in central South Lake Tahoe at the 
Forest Suites Resort (right by the 
lifts!) 

¶ Continental breakfast buffet 

(Continued from page 1)  

2007/2008 T2007/2008 T RIPSRIPS    --  CONTINUEDCONTINUED  

daily 

¶ 3 of 5 day Heavenly Valley lift 

pass 

¶ Kirkwood ski day with private 

group bus 

¶ Squaw Valley ski day with Ta-

hoe Queen return boat trip with din-
ner 

¶ Welcome party and Resort ori-

entation first evening in Tahoe (now 
this one includes booze ï this is 
Nevada/California after all) 

¶ Ski shuttles to north and south 

shore resorts if needed 

¶ All taxes and surcharges (but 

not gratuities) 
Non-stop airfare on American Air-
lines: AA741 ORD to RNO 10:10 
AM to 12:20 PM on January 26 re-
turning February 2 AA2640 RNO to 
ORD 1:30 PM to 7:15 PM 
 

Alyeska (2/27 to 3/3) - $1,146.00 
this 5 night package price includes: 

¶ Lodging at the Alyeska Prince 

Hotel (double occupancy), taxes 
and fees (ski in ski out!) 

¶ Orientation breakfast at the ho-

tel 

¶ Town transfers throughout the 

(Continued on page 5) 

Fantastic Ski Trip 
Leaders:  
 
Salt Lake City:   
   Janine Westlund 
Lake Tahoe:   
   Mike & Carolyn Lepsi  
Cascade/Devilôs:  
   Jean Bagel 
Alyeska:    
   Ed Fee & Mickie Polk         
Breckenridge:    
   Craig Moon 


