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W ith two distinct mountains and 
a cowboy town in the heart of the 
Tetons, Jackson Hole offers some-
thing for everyone.  The mountain 
boasts a skiing history from the 
1930s but has todayôs technology 
including the new tram set to open 

this season.  The townôs character 
is apparent by the saddles used as 
bar seats and it residents exude 
western hospitality.   
Our Ibex trip departs on Feb. 26

th
 

where we will fly out west and then 
take a bus over the 49er Inn and 
Suites.  The 49er is in town and 
close to all the sites and shopping.  
On the first night of five, we will en-
joy a nice wine & cheese party and 
possibly retreat to the 35 person hot 
tub for the night.  After the first night 
of rest, our four day lift will give us 
access to the best skiing the Tetons 
have to offer.  Make sure to fill up 
on the 49erôs continental breakfast 
which has been included for Ibex.   

(Continued on page 2) 

JJACKSONACKSON  HHOLEOLE  SSKIKI  TTRIPRIP  

J oin us on Saturday afternoon, 
December 6th, for some most ex-
cellent driving range fun. There is an 
awesome HEATED outdoor driving 
range in Wood Dale called Top Golf. 
It's different than any other practice 
facility you've ever been to. Instead 
of just hitting balls out into a field, 
this place has green-sized targets 
built into the ground. Each target is 
divided into segments, much like a 
dart board, with a different point 
value for each segment. When you 
hit your ball into a certain spot, that 
point value is automatically recorded 
for you and your score is updated 
accordingly. How is this possible, 
you ask? It's quite simple - inside 

each ball lives a small mountain 
gnome (though some non-believers, 
like Lou, claim it's a computer chip) 
that records that the ball belongs to 
you and then another gnome (okay, 
sensor) knows it location. Totally 
awesome gnome-based technology 

(Continued on page 2) 

TTOPOPGGOLFOLF  EELECTRONICLECTRONIC  GGOLFOLF  
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On the hill take any of the 14 
lifts up to 116 name trails or 

back country areas 
to transform into a 
powder pig.  Or per-
haps Jacksonôs lure 
is in its 100,000 
Vertical Feet Club.  
Our stay also in-
cludes a comple-
mentary Elk Dinner 
in the lodge.  Jack-
son has numerous 
winter activities beyond 
skiing available.  Shop-
ping is available in town 

for all those who wish to partake or 
maybe a message and a day at the 
spa;  which is highly recommended 

(Continued from page 1) 

for anyone attempting the 100,000 
vertical foot club.   
 
The Ibex Jackson Hole trip still has 
spots open now and we need you to 
sign up.   Due to commitments we 
will have to start cutting spots after 
the next meeting. So donôt miss out 
on the trip, it is a bargain at only 
$1037 for everything.    
If you want to sign up or have any 
questions, please come see us at 
the meeting. 
Mail a payment to the PO box or 
email us at  
ibextreasurer2008@skiibex.com. 
 
Thanks, 
 -Bill & Bridget Haussmann. 

JJACKSONACKSON  HHOLEOLE  SSKIKI  TTRIPRIP  --  CONTINUEDCONTINUED    

at work! We can even play dif-
ferent games just like in darts - 
well, sort of.  
  
What's the best part of Top 
Golf? TWO bars!! That's right -
TWO bars!! So even if you don't 
want to hit golf ball you can join 
us for multiple cocktails and get 
sloshed in the comfort of the 
heated bar. My recommenda-

(Continued from page 1) 

tion, though, is to come on out, hit 
some gnome-infested balls in the 
comfort of one of the many heated 
bays, and then get totally sloshed!  
 
Come on, join us December 6th, 
price is $15 if your golfing, bar tab if 
you're not.  
Call me, Jeff Smith, for more infor-
mation. 
   -Jeff 

TTOPOPGGOLFOLF  §§  CONTINUEDCONTINUED  

Hot Tub!  

Jackson Rocks Baby! 

mailto:ibextreasurer2008@skiibex.com?subject=IBEX%20Ski%20Club
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ñGot and idea 

for an 
activity? 
Speak with 

Chriséò 

W ith Novemberôs arrival, we find 
it snowing at the ski resorts we will 
be visiting, the annual Ski Show go-
ing on at Rosemont, and the Ibex 
trips filling up, as people finally real-
ize that summer is truly over and it 
is time to focus on skiing. 
 
If you or friends you know have 
been sitting on the fence about sign-
ing up for our trips it is time to come 
down and get signed up, before you 
get told, sorry your trip is full or 
closed out. Ibex Trips are always a 
good time, and great way to spend 
your ski vacation time. When you 
travel with Ibex, not only to get the 
fun of traveling to a great place with 
lots of fun loving people, you cer-
tainly will have someone to ski with, 
as there are always people of vary-
ing abilities on our trips. 
Jackson, Granite Peak and Aspen 
still have spots open for the mo-
ment. Donôt delay much longer as 
those spots are all likely to fill. If you 

still want to join Ibex in Europe talk 
to Sarah Schmeichel or Pam Ar-
nold, they may still be able to 
squeeze you on ñBad Hò (after giv-
ing you 27 lashes with a wet noodle 
for waiting so long). 
 
How about some activities? Got an 
idea for an activity? Speak with 
Chris Smith, she is working on 
some late fall and early winter ac-
tivities right now. Maybe you know 
of an entertaining show to see, or a 
great restaurant to sample, or 
something new, let Chris know and 
she can get it on the calendar! Donôt 
forget our annual outing at Millrose 
Brewery on Thanksgiving Eve. 
 
Hit the gym, get yourself fit for ski-
ing, our ski season is just around 
the corner, I know I canôt wait! 
 
Play and party safe! 
 
  -Lou DiFrancisco 
   

LLOUOU½½SS  LLOGOG  

T hanks to all who have sent back 
their Membership Renewals for 
Season 2008-2009.  We have 
jumped from 48% to 71% of last 
yearôs members in one month.   We 
also are welcoming several New 
Ibex members in October thanks to 
referrals.  Hopefully, we will get the 
remaining outstanding renewals in 
the next month to bring us back to 
100%. 

We now have updated 2008 Post-
cards which can be used to adver-
tise Ibex at local town events.  200 
were distributed at the Palatine 5K 
Fathers Run (Halloween Hustle).  
Please see me if you have a local 
event that we can utilize the post-
cards to advertise. 
Thanks everyone for our coopera-
tion! 
 
   -Jacquie 

IIBEXBEX  MMEMBERSHIPEMBERSHIP  

 

  

   

Barb Schwartz 11--03   

Mark Serafin 11--03   

Lisa Spiegel 11--05   

Jacquelyn Homan 11--07   

Pat Lullo 11--10   

William D. Moore 11--13   

Frank Eichstaedt 11--15   

Maria Coles 11--18   

Elena Ghilea 11--19   

Bryan Surek 11--20   

Alan Zagoria 11--22   

Chris Smith 11--24   

William Hoffie 11--25   

Amy Pikarsky 11--26   

Daniel Casey 11--28   

Mindy Parry 11--28   

Carl Berg 11--29   

Ivana Horak 11--29   

Kirby Kiesgen 11--29   

November Birthdays 
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2008/2009 P2008/2009 P AYMENTAYMENT  SSCHEDULECHEDULE  

Excellent  
Trip Leaders 

 
Bad Hofgastein 

Sarah Schmeichel 
Granite Peak 

Michael & Carolyn Lepsi 
Jackson Hole 
Bill & Bridget 
Haussmann 

Aspen 
Debbie Dukes  
& John Brandt 

Stop by the meetings to drop off a payment or mail them to: 
Ibex Ski & Snowboard Club, PO Box 1542, Palatine, IL. 60078 

F or those diehard skiers that 
want not only a great place to ski 
but a fun town to go along with it, 
Aspen is the answer.  You canôt ask 
for more than a beautiful spring trip 
to cap off your ski season.  Aspen 
has a lot to offer.  There are 4 ski 
resorts that you can visit with your 5 
our of 6 day ski pass. They are:  
Aspen Mountain, Aspen Highlands, 
Buttermilk and Snowmass.  The 
town of Aspen has a wonderful bus 
transit system that will carry you and 
your equipment safely to any of 
these areas by catching the bus at 
Ruby Park. 
 
We are staying at the Gant of As-
pen.  The Gant is located on 5 
beautifully landscaped acres just a 
short stroll from exhilarating skiing, 
shopping, dining and cultural entice-
ments.  Each condo is equipped 
with a full kitchen, private balconies, 
fireplace, pool, hot tubs, tennis 
courts, high-speed wireless internet 
and daily housekeeping.  The Gant 
provides complimentary in-town and 
Aspen airport transportation. 
 

We will be flying American airlines 
leaving from OôHare airport.  
Ground transportation in included 
from Denver to Aspen and back. 
Upon our arrival we will be greeted 
with a complimentary Welcome 
party at the Gant.  This will offer you 
an opportunity to hear from the local 
ski school and activity representa-
tives. 

John and Debbie are your trip lead-
ers.  We are actively pursuing other 
activities we can all enjoy, group 
dinners, pub crawls and maybe 
even a tour of a local silver mine.  
Stay tuned for details at upcoming 
meetings. 
Donôt be left behind! 
   
          -John & Deb 

SSPRINGPRING  BBREAKREAK  ININ  AASPENSPEN  

Aspen  

Trip  

Deposit/Trip 

sign up 9/3 

Payment 

10/1 

Payment 

11/5 

Payment 

12/3 

Payment 

1/7 

Payment 

2/4 

Total trip 

price 

             

Whitefish $200.00 $500.00 $515.00       $1,215.00 

Bad Hofgastein $200.00 $550.00 $550.00 $433.00     $1,733.00 

Munich extension       $225.00     $225.00 

Granite Peak $50.00       $130.00   $180.00 

Jackson Hole $200.00 $300.00   $300.00 $237.00   $1,037.00 

Aspen $200.00 $400.00   $200.00 $200.00 $289.00 $1,299.00 
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Excellent  
Trip Summary 

 
Whitefish 

12/30/08ð1/4/09 
Bad Hofgastein 

1/24ð1/30 
Granite Peak 

2/13ð2/15 
Jackson Hole 

2/26ð3/3 
Aspen 

3/21ð3/28 

G reetings to all.  Our thoughts 
are turning more to skiing as sign 
ups continue.   Be sure that you sign 
up for the trip that you want before 
itôs too late as the the airlines force 
us to cut spots in order to avoid pen-
alties Once we cancel spots, it may 
not be possible to add additional 
folks to the trip. 

Whitefish is a go with the number of 
folks that signed up by Sept. 25th.  
The next deadline is for the Europe 
trip to Bad Hofgastein which was on 
Oct. 22 we have 17 people signed 
up for this trip; while the deadline 
has passed, our provider has ad-
vised that it may be possible to add 
back a few spots subject to avail-
ability.  If you are interested in sign-
ing up for Bad Hofgastein, be sure 
to sign up at the 1st meeting in Nov. 
or contact the Trip Leader, Sarah 
Schmeichel, to make arrangements 
to mail in your deposit if you canôt 
make the meeting.  This is a new 
destination for Ibex and promises to 
have great skiing and plenty of ac-
tivities for non-skiers too. 

Granite Peak is our drive up trip and 
also a long weekend for alot of 
schools and some corporations too 
so it may be possible to make ar-
rangements to add an additional 
night for those that are interested.  If 
you are interested in this trip, con-
tact Mike & Carolyn Lepsi.   Jackson 
Hole & Aspen are filling up too with 
both trips growing as the weather 
turns cold ï donôt hesitate too long 
or you may miss your opportunity to 
join Ibex in 2 favorite destinations.   

New Years ï Whitefish, MT 
(formerly known as Big Moun-

tain)- Closed - $1215.00 

Trip Leader ï Jean Bagel 

Depart Tues., Dec. 30, return Sun., 

Jan. 4th 

Lodging 5 nights  @ Grouse Moun-
tain Lodges 

Includes ground transportation, 4 
days lift, Welcome Reception, and 
New Yearôs Eve Party 

Europe ï Bad Hofgastein, Austria 

ï 17 spots - $1733 

Trip Leader ï Sarah Schmeichel 

Depart Sat., Jan. 23, return Sat. 
Jan. 31 with 2 day extension to Mu-
nich available 

Lodging 7 nights @ 4**** Hotel Ger-
mania  

Includes Deluxe motor coach trans-
fers from/to airport and between the 
hotels, Wine & Cheese Welcome 
Party with area briefing, full Euro-
pean Breakfast daily, dinners 
(including beer & wine!), Sunday 
breakfast with sparkling wine and 
salmon buffet, and one special 7 
course gala dinner 
Weeklong English speaking repre-
sentative while in Bad Hofgastein 
Various side trips available  
Extension:  2 nights at 4*** Hotel 
Maritim Munich, European Buffet 
Breakfast - $225 additional 
Since this is a new destination for 

Ibex, here is a little more detail to 

pique your interest : 

At an altitude of over 3,000 feet, 
this famous health spa, casino 
and ski area enjoys reliable an-
nual snowfall, fresh mountain air, 
and free from fog. A jewel in the 
Salzburg holiday area, Gastein 
Valley dates back to the 1500s 
and is set in the spectacular 
Gastein Valley.  Then afterwards 
itôs off to refined Apr¯s ski in the 
traditional original Huts and com-
fortable lounges. 

TTRIPRIP  CCONNECTIONSONNECTIONS  
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Granite Peak ï $180 
Trip Leaders ï Mike & Carolyn 
Lepsi 
Drive Up trip ï Depart Fri., Feb. 13 
return Sun., Feb. 15 
Lodging 2 nights @ Midway Best 
Western 
Includes 2 day lift ticket & Wine & 
Cheese Party 
 
Feb ï Jackshole Hole, WY ï 36 
spots - $1037 
Trip Leaders ï Bill & Bridget 
Haussmann 
Depart  Thurs., Feb. 26, return 
Tues., Mar. 3 
Lodging 5 nights @ 49er 
Includes ground transportation, 4 
day lift , Continental Breakfast, Wine 
& Cheese Party 

(Continued from page 5)  
S P R I N G  B R E A K  ï A S -
P E N ,  C O  ï 4 6  S P O T S  -  
$ 1 2 8 9  
T R I P  L E A D E R S  ï D E B -
B I E  D U K E S  &  J O H N  
B R A N D T  
Depart Sat., Mar. 21, return Sat., 
Mar. 28 
Lodging 7 nights @ The Gant 
Includes ground transportation, 5 
day lift, Welcome Reception 
 
  

          -Pam Arnold Chiechi 

TTRIPRIP  CCONNECTIONSONNECTIONS  §§  CCONTINUEDONTINUED  

F or the low price of $1,733 you 
get round trip air on Lufthansa, de-
luxe motor coach transfers to and 
from airport, accommodations at 

4**** hotel, wine & 
cheese welcome 
party, area brief-
ing and English-
speaking guide, 
daily breakfast, 
daily dinner with 
free beer and 
wine, special 7 
course gala din-
ner on final eve-
ning, Sunday 
breakfast with 
sparkling wine 
and salmon buf-
fet. While lift tick-
ets are not in-
cluded, they price 

at approximately $40.  
There will be numerous side trips 
available such as visiting Salzburg 
and skiing other areas like Kitzbu-
hel. There is a free ski bus that 
picks you up at the hotel or it is a 
short walk to the cable car. 
The two day extension to Munich is 
$225, which includes lodging at the 
4*** Hotel Maritim and full European 
breakfast daily. Ground transport to 
the airport is also included. 
The trip departs on January 23, 
2009 and returns January 30. Two 
day Munich extension returns Feb-
ruary 2. We currently have 17 Ibex 
signed up for this awesome trip. 
There is still a very, very slim 
chance you can get on this trip if 
you act fast. 
    

   -Sarah 

BBADAD  HHOFGASTEINOFGASTEIN: 17 I: 17 I BEXBEX  AREARE  ININ!!   

Big Bad Hofgastein 



Page 7 V O L .  X L V I   N O .  V I I  

W e can now say goodbye to 
another year of Fall Golf.   We had a 
great showing at Devilôs Head Re-
sort with 42 attendees (35 Golfers, 2 
Hikers, 2 Ibex Moms, and 3 little 
goats) traveling to Wisconsin to see 
Fall Colors.  The trees had not to-
tally turned yet, but some of the fair-
way landscapes were awesome.   

 
On Friday 13 golfers got to experi-
ence and test out the course that 
would be used for Sunday tourna-
ment.  We believe that the grounds 
keepers at Prairie Glen aerated the 
greens and then took off to lunch or 
Miller time.  The greens looked like 
a battlefield with the dirt still laying 
on them.  It was certainly challeng-
ing with a ñ4 puttò on average and 
the ball going in four directions 
through ruts before it got to the hole.  
Fortunately, the weather was beauti-
ful and we enjoyed the day, had a 
great dinner in the Cornucopia and 
turned in early in anticipation for 
Saturdayôs competition. 
Saturday brought 35 golfers to the 
Glacier Course.  Another beautiful 
day, great competition, and a much 
better course to play.  Trying to 
track down a few late comers with 
no cell phone reception found cer-

tain individuals standing on rocks, 
cars, and park benches to get a little 
higher and higher.  Everyone fin-
ished in time for the group dinner 
and all enjoyed the food in the Cor-
nucopia.  We then moved outside to 
the Ski season lunch room for the 
Awards and a surprise Birthday 
cake for Wayne (the old guy just 
turned 60 Oct 5

th
).  Patrice and Jac-

quie had a very hard time getting rid 
of Wayne to secure the cake un-
seen.  All of sudden he wants to 
help with everything.   Go figure.  
We had ñCouple Powerò 
with husband/wife or signifi-
cant others both winning 
prizes.  Wayne picked a 
ñBubba Beer Mugò and gra-
ciously gave it to Mike 
Warta (any significance to 
that?)  Joanie Heater was 
ecstatic over winning clos-
est to the pin.  The festivi-
ties ended and most re-
treated to the Devilôs Den 
bar.  A few picked a slot 

around the campfire outside to 
share some ñvinoò and interesting 
conversation.  We had a visitor (not 
Ibex) who sat on some ashes that 
brought on a chorus from Janine of 
ñAshy Trashy Buttò to the tune of 
ñAchy Breaky Heart.ò  Iôm not too 

(Continued on page 8) 

FFALLALL  CCOLORSOLORS  GGOLFOLF  --  RRECAPECAP  

75 yard free drop! 

Awseome view to green 

Another great shot! 

Dinner at the ladies table 

Back up at ñaisle oneò 



Page 8 T H E  O L D E  G O A T 

sure what the deal was on the 
ñUrine Sampleò Bottle.   I believe it 
was really a Miller Genuine. 
Sunday after breakfast, we all 

headed back to the wonder-
ful Prairie Glen course.  It 
was a little cooler and call-
ing for rain so most of us 
were prepared with jackets.  
The rain started slowly, but 
kept increasing and little by 
little we kept losing four-
somes either to the road on 
their way home or hanging 
out in the Devilôs Den await-
ing all the troupers golfing in 
the rain.  Only a few four-
somes finished the 18 
holes.  I hear Lou DiFran-
cisco tried to run over Jeff 

Smith with the cart at one point, 
however, payback is hell when Lou 

(Continued from page 7) took a slightly wet divot and the 
mossy grass landed on his head as 
a toupeeô.  I wish I had that picture!  
Carl Berg was caught on camera 
taking advantage of a local rule. His 
ñfree dropò got him an extra 75 
yards.  It really resembled a ñfree 
throw.ò  Once everyone came in, we 
enjoyed a great buffet (meatballs, 
chicken skewers, and fruit and 
cheese plates).  There was way too 
much food as a good portion of the 
group had already left, so everyone 
took doggie bags for the road.  The 
awards were given out for Sundayôs 
events and then everyone hit the 
road. 
 
Congratulations to all the winners!  
See you all at Fall Colors 2009é. 
  

   -Jacquie, Dan, & Wayne  

FFALLALL  CCOLORSOLORS  GGOLFOLF  --  RRECAPECAP  

Rain? What rain? 

T his trip is not cancelled.  You 
just missed the boat, actually the 
plane. 
December 30

th
- January 4

th
 a small 

group of Ibex will be kicking off the 
Ibex ski season and ringing in the 

New Year. 
Snow is forecast for later this week.  
Stay tuned for recap on all the fun 
you could have had.  
Remember sign up early and often 
for ski trips! 
   -Jean 

NNEWEW  YYEARSEARS  TTRIPRIP, W, WHITEFISHHITEFISH  
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S o you want to be in the movies, 
maybe ñDancing with the Starsò. If 
you canôt dance better than Lou, itôs 
not going to happen! The closest 
any of us are going to come is being 
in videos. 
 
Last year some of the Ibex Ski 
School instructors took videos of 
fellow Ibexers skiing in various con-
ditions and ski levels from beginners 
to advanced. With the use of a video 
camera we were able to capture 
skiing movements and later with an 
after ski drink or two, view the mov-
ies. Thumbs Up or Thumbs Down, it 
doesnôt make any difference, be-
cause reviewing your own skiing 
moves will only help you to become 
a better skier. With the aid of stop 

motion / reverse / fast forward, we 
can see movements that are difficult 
to see during real time. Also, it is 
better for a student to actually see 
their skiing movements than to have 
someone tell them that they may 
need to change something. With a 
video we can see weight shift, 
where is your balance during the 
beginning or end of a turn, are you 
skidding or carving? 
 
If you are skiing on an Ibex trip this 
year and there is an instructor with 
a video camera ask him or her to 
video you on a short run, who 
knows you may be an entry on 
Americas Funniest Videos like Ed 
Fee. 
 
  -John Brandt     

AANALYZINGNALYZING  SSKIINGKIING  MMOVEMENTSOVEMENTS  

ñ...be an 

entry on 
Americas 
Funniest 
Videos like 

Ed Feeò 

O ctober BOM was at Goose Is-
land on Clybourn. A group of 24 
ventured to the ñsoon to be goneò 
micro-brewery in Chicago. This trip 
included a brewery tour and tasting. 
Some came to expand their knowl-
edge on beer, some on beer brew-
ing and most because of the FREE 
tasting afterwards. 
Looking at our group the brew mas-
ter figured out the latter pretty quick. 

After the tasting 
some stayed to 
sample the fine 
cuisine the Goose 
offers and some 
stayed for a few 
fine Ales and La-
gers. Looking at 
the stagger 

of some I think itôs safe to sayò a 
good time was had by allò. 
Thanks to everyone who attended 
and made it possible.        - Steve 

GGOOSEOOSE  IISLANDSLAND  §§  RRECAPECAP  


