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W e as-
s u m e , 

most of us have 
finally put our ski 
gear away, and 
brought out the 
old Golf Clubs. 
Dust those babies 
off because the 
first Ibex outing 
of 2009 is coming 
up.  
 
Carl and Greg have returned and 
will be running it this year. We will 
be resurrecting the ever popular 
PIG and CORN roast party after an 
enjoyable day of Golfing.   
 

LLAKEMOORAKEMOOR  GGOLFOLF  OOUTINGUTING  
DETAILS:  

Date:  June 13th, 2009  

Location: Lakemoor Golf Club --

Lakemoor, IL. ( Approximately 15 

min. North of Lake Zurich off of Rt. 

12)  

Time:  Tee times start at 9:00 A.M  

Price:  $60.00  

U.S. Dollars only!  No foreign cur-

rency accepted -even if its left -over 

from Bad -Hofgastein The course 

has been around for many years 

and lacks some of those high -end 

amenities. The course does have 

the qualities that the Ibex mem-

bers look for, "Bar with cocktails",  

(Continued on page 8) 

EEDD ''SS  PPHILOSOHILOSO--FFEEEE  
 
Additionally let me introduce 
the new Board of Directors 
who administer our long term 
goals and operations:  
 
Lynne Moon, Ed Bendickson, 
Denny Gawlik, Kathy Burns, 
Lou DiFrancisco and Mindy 
Parry.  
 

Finally, we have some others who 

are helping with our critical back-

ground operations. Cindy McElligott 

updates our website and Ed Ben-

dickson manages our e -mail sys-

tems. Without our Ibex website and  
(Continued on page 9) 

H ello everyone,  

 

As your new president, I want 
to thank Lou DiFrancisco for 
all the hard work he has done 
for Ibex in the past year. Also 
I want to introduce the new 
Ibex Executive Board:  

Ed Fee, President  
Pam Arnold, Trip Chairman  
Pam Oziemkowski, Activities Chair-
man  
Jacquie Wodach, Membership Chair-
man  
Jean Bagel, Treasurer  
Joe Heater, Secretary  

The Ibex Sk i  And Snowboard Club 

TTHEHE  OOLDLD  GGOATOAT  

Meetings: 1st & 3rd Wednesdays of every  month 

(@SRAX½R  4ONQSR 1TA 
427 East Rand Road  -  Arlington Heights,  (847) 253 -7200  
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G reetings to All!  

I hope everyone had a great time at the ban-
quet recapping the year of activities and trips.  We are 

already in the midst of trip planning for next year.  

 

I was in Keystone during the last week in March partici-
pating in the Mountain Travel Symposium (MTS).  It 

had been about 15 or 16 years since I was last there so 

I was pleasantly surprised in all of the changes.  
Theyôve opened a whole new peak ï The Outback.  I 
had the opportunity to experience the Outback Cat 
Shuttle ride to the top of the South Bowl.  We had a lot 
of fresh powder and my small group was able to make 
first tracks from the top of the bowl down the top and 

middle sections of the bowl then through the trees 
back to our starting point.  What a blast  !  Keystone 
Adventure Tours also operates guided Cat skiing tours 
to Bergman Bowl, Erickson Bowl and Independence 
Bowl and includes lunch.  They also offer Snowcat Sce-
nic Tours for those who just want to enjoy the scenery.  

The group was hosted in the Keystone Lodge ï a very 
nice property in a great location.  We toured a few 
other properties as well, all condos, some would work 
well while others would have definite bedding issues (6 
people to 2 bathrooms and 2 queen beds ï not ideal for 

our group).  It was nice to be able to see the various 
properties first hand.  

 

Another takeaway -  both destinations and providers 

realize that they have to better partner with clubs in 

order to present good value to members.  Clubs must 
make sure that the destination and providers are      

financially stable  ï this is the time to select well estab-
lished destinations and providers.  Some clubs have 
already been impacted, the bankruptcy and closing of 

Tamarack is a example of this.  I expect to see some 
great values this year ï higher end properties reducing 
prices in order to compete.   

 

(Continued on page 7) 

TTHEHE  TTRIPRIP  CCONNECTIONONNECTION  

B oy, am I ready for summer!  As we transition into the summer season, we 
are fine - tuning our planning for a variety of activities.  We have pur-

chased tickets for three Ravinia concerts, Denny has the picnic permit and Iôm 

working on some new ideas like a brewery tour, several bike rides, and much 
more.  If you have an activity that you like to run, please see me at our next meeting.  

I hope you will join us for as many events as your calendar allows because itôs going to be a fun filled summer!  See 

you soon.    (Note: See page 7 for Bar of  the Month information.) 

-Pam Oz  

 

 

 

UUPP--CCOMINGOMING  AACTIVITIESCTIVITIES  
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D ay one; ñThe Arrivalò -  It was a bright 

sunny day in Chicago when the trip started 

with 35 of the trips 38 arriving at the airport within 

plenty of time. Check - in was a 

snap, because American Airlines 

provided a group check - in line 

and Ibex was the only group 

checking - in. The flight was un-

eventful, arriving in Denver 

approx. ½ hour early.   However 

since we couldnôt notify the bus 

company of our early arrival, it 

was a ½ hour until bus showed -

up. Then it was off to the Gant 

with a stop at Apple Jackôs to 

pick up our favorite libations.  

After check - in we met for the 

welcome party, a little orienta-

tion and picked up our lift tick-

ets. The good news is the ticket 

providers issued us four extra 1 -day tickets, which 

were raffled off. The winners were; Joe Johnston, 

Colette Lozins, Patrice Conaway & Paula Hiller.  

Day two; ñSpring Skiingò 

Almost all of Ibex got out early to take the bus to 

Snowmass and to rent skis for the week.  Both In-

cline Sports and Four -Mountain Sports provided the 

transfer of skis from mountain to mountain at no 

charge and a few Ibex 

took advantage of their 

service. There was also a 

$5.00 transfer service if 

you had your own equip-

ment and several Ibex 

took advantage of this ser-

vice.  

Well it is the end of March, 

so what more should we 

expect then frozen crusty 

un -groomed areas in the 

morning and getting softer 

by the end of the day as 

the bright sun kept warm-

ing everything up. The moguls never got soft.  

Ed Fee was shocked at the food prices at the on 

mountain restaurants.  Seventeen dollars for chicken 

Caesar salad and a coke!  

There was a small glitch, per the daily itinerary, not-

ing the apr¯s ski meeting place as ñSamôs Smoke-

houseò when we really met at ñCirque Barò. Being Ibex 

and having radios the problem was short lived.  

Day three; ñBrown Snow ??ò 

During the night we had light rain/

snow but in the morning  as we 

boarded the bus to Aspen High-

lands, it was snowing lightly. We 

had some of the strangest snow 

conditions that I have ever seen. 

The snow during the night had pick -

up dust from New Mexico, as the 

snow and dust mixed it produced a 

brown snow (frozen mud). With the 

dusting during the day the brown 

snow underneath the ski runs 

looked like chocolate swirl ice 

cream.  

Although we did not have any candi-

dates for the broken crutch award, 

several Ibex came down with the Spring Flu.  It stated 

with Ed Fee arriving sick at the airport and passed on 

to Collette Lozins.  Collette passed it on to her condo 

mate, Jim Boyer.  At this point, people were seen using 

sanitary wipes to clean everything in sight.  We didnôt 

want this to go any further!  

This was the first ñofficialò day of lessons.  Bob Kimi-

cata and Jean Bagel taught several students as it con-

tinued to snow.  Bobôs class of 

Paul, Mary Beth and Bill West 

worked on keeping the weight 

forward and upper and lower 

body separation.  Jim Boyer 

and Betsy Burtelow were tak-

ing up skiing again after a 

long hiatus, and joined Patti 

Blades in Jeanôs class.   Jim 

stated that Jean beat on them 

until they got the concepts 

through their thick heads.  

Après ski was at the ZG Grill 

at the base of the hill.  Mike 

Psaras showed us his new 

helmet by slipping and falling 

in front of the bar window for all to see.  

After a few libations we transferred our skis to Ajax, 

and got on the bus back to the Gant.  

(Continued on page 4) 
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Upon returning to the Gant we made a quick change 

into swim suits, grabbed a bag full of drinks and 

headed for the hot tub. The hot tubs were full because 

the Gant also had a large group from Detroit ï The 

Thunderbird Ski Club. They were friendly and always 

made room for one 

more. One of the Thun-

derbirds even provided 

some accidental enter-

tainment by dropping 

his hot tub towel after 

he had removed his 

trunks.  

Good news itôs starting 

to snow again!  

Several people made 

their way to Little An-

nieôs for burgers and 

were greeted by Bob, 

Barb and Brian Kimicata 

sitting at the front ta-

ble. The normal wait of 

45 -60 minutes was reduced to 10 -15 minutes due to 

lack of the spring break crowd.  

Day four; ñThe Sky is Fallingò 

A phrase, I think, was made famous by Al Gore  

This is spring skiing and it is snowing like hell -  13 

inches at Aspen Highlands! No extra busses today, just 

skiing the new powder 

at Aspen (Ajax) Moun-

tain. Even though this is 

spring break there are 

1/3 the amount of ski-

ers then there were 

four years ago the long-

est lift line was about 

two minutes.  

Brian Blome and Patty 

Calabrese were seen 

playing in the pow -pow 

until oops, someone ran 

into the top of a mogul!  

Lou Di Francisco was 

missed by his ski bud-

dies when he took a 

wrong turn and ended up hanging from a tree just off 

the cat walk.  

We all met at The Tavern for libations to end another 

perfect day at Aspen.  Not enough rest and relaxation, 

it was time to hit to hot tub again.  Pete Grosse was 

heard saying, ñwhat mixers would you like with your 

vodka?ô  Paul and Mary Beth Friedrich shared their new 

found beer at the hot tub, Becks Premiere 64, soon to 

be distributed in Chicago. It was also time to get the 

dryers out after all this powder.  Frank Eichsteadt was 

obsessive about his ski gloves -  his dryer ran 24/7.  

 

Day five; ñMidweek Breakò 

This day was a day to sleep in, 

get a massage and generally 

take it easy, go shopping and 

even ski an extra day! Besty 

Burtelow and Patty Calabrese 

had a masseuse come to their 

condo for massages while Brian 

and Jim were skiing.  

I think that Jerry Carlson won 

the frugal award ï he likes ski-

ing in the one piece ski suits and 

could not find a new one. He 

found a nice $350.00 used suit 

in excellent condition for $15.00 

at the resale shop. Bill West was 

seen going from shop to shop 

try to find the best deal on a new helmet. I think that 

there were seven new helmets purchased on this trip ï 

our brains are so small we need to protect what we 

have.  

Greg Kujawinski arranged the Pub Crawl this evening.  

Good job Greg!  We started at La Cantina restaurant 

where most people started by having dinner with a few 

drinks. The dinner became a 

little lively when we had a slight 

disagreement with a table of 

some local families ï you can 

get details from Ed Fee. We 

moved as a wave at 8:00 sharp 

to the J -Bar in the Jerome Ho-

tel, what a great hotel with lots 

of history. A couple of drinks, 

some good conversation and itôs 

9:00 and away we go to Bent-

leyôs. We have only lost a few in 

the moves but the majority 

moves on. We should have 

been in the Army, Greg says itôs 

10:00 and head to the Sky Bar 

ï everyone is out the door! The 

Sky Bar was the perfect place 

for the last bar of the evening. It had some nice big 

sofas and tables for groups to gather, sit back and talk 

to friends. Also, it was only a couple of short blocks 

from the condos. Oh, did it mention that it was snow-

ing!  

 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Day six; ñIt Canôt Get Any Betterò 

It has been snowing and we are close to 40ò for the 

week. The airport is closed and so are most of the 

highways ï but who cares 

we are off to Snowmass 

again. The buses took al-

most an hour to get to 

Snowmass because the 

roads were a mess. This 

was the day when Bill Hof-

fie skied over an edge and 

his ski buddies left him 

(Mike Edens, Lou and his 

wife ï Doris). Without any 

help he climbed out by us-

ing his skis as ice axes to 

make his way back to the 

top. There was so much 

fresh snow to ski, most be-

ing close to knee high and 

short lift lines, you could ski anything you wanted all 

day long.  This was day two for lessons with  John 

Brandt working on bumps.   Debbie had to change her 

lesson plan from dynamic parallel to a powder lesson 

for Lynne Moon and Ed Fee.  Mike Psaras, Paula Hiller, 

and Bill West went with John.   Ed later commented 

that the skills/drills were finally starting to work for 

him.   Lynne was heard saying, ñWow, now I know 

what it feels like to float in snowò . 

After lunch Mike, Doris, Bill, and Lou asked Debbie and 

John to do Long Shot with them. They didnôt tell us 

there was a long hike up the 

mountain to get to Long 

Shot. After the hike and a 

short rest we headed off 

through the trees ï it was a 

fantastic 5.3 mile run. I hope 

they put in an escalator next 

year.  

A few drinks at the Cirque 

Bar, back to Aspen, a few 

more drinks in the hot tub 

and itôs time for the left-over 

party. The condo of John, 

Debbie, Karen Helfrecht & 

Patty Blades were gracious 

enough to host a left -over 

party after Don Starzyk vol-

unteered his condo without checking with his condo 

mates first.  Everyone brought lots of beer, snacks and 

more beer. We purchased several pizzas with the extra 

money we got from the sale of the 4 ï one day lift tick-

(Continued from page 4) ets. Those pizzas were sucked -up like a commercial for 

the Orreck vacuum cleaner. It seems like everyone had 

a good time ï lots of commiserating. Special thanks go 

out to those who helped clean up and serve ï Mari Lou 

McCann, Therese Potthast and Paula Hiller.  

Day 6; ñIt Canôt Get Any Bet-

ter, +1ò 

Because the forecast called for a 

clear day with mostly sun, and it 

did snow last night, half the group 

changed the itinerary location 

from the Highlands to Snowmass.  

It was what we wanted; untracked 

snow, short lift lines and the sun 

appeared ï it doesnôt get any bet-

ter. Each group went in different 

directions, found a great place to 

ski and didnôt call on their radios 

to invite anyone else to share their 

great skiing/powder spot.  

 The folks that went to the Highlands got to see a fan-

tastic ñBig Airò competition complete with judges and 

all.  Some of the young participants made some very 

daring and risky moves to entertain the audience.  

Adolph and Christine Ciringione went shopping and al-

most purchased a fossil of enormous proportions. But 

alas, the store closed before the group dinner was 

over.  They just saved themselves $1200.  

Mike Van Nest and Sara DòArpa followed their own itin-

erary.  We saw them the first night at the wine and 

cheese party and then on the 

last night at the group dinner.   

Almost everyone skied the full 

day, returned their rental equip-

ment and headed back to the 

condos. It was our last night, do 

some packing, clean -up and it is 

time for the group dinner at the 

ñSteak Pitò. Everyone was on 

time and we were seated in a 

private room.  The ñSteak Pitò 

even printed a menu just for 

ñIbex Ski and Snowboard Clubò 

and provided free appetizers and 

free desserts along with the 

main course. Nice size portions 

and good food ï no complaints! 

Nobody stayed out too late be-

cause we had to have our luggage ready at 6:30 AM 

for the Gant staff to start loading our bus.  

(Continued on page 6) 
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Day 7; ñThere is no Place Like Homeò 

Well it is 6:30 AM and the luggage is going out the 

door for loading on the bus and depart back to Denver 

at 7:45 ï were on schedule. A quiet ride back to the 

airport and unload the bus. I also want to thank Joe 

Johnston, Frank Eichsteadt, Ed Fee, Mike Psaras, Lou 

DiFrancisco, and Brian Bloom for helping to load and 

unload the luggage from the bus. If you also helped 

and I miss your name, I thank you for help and I 

apologize for not noting your assistance.  

We checked the bus for left -on items and we found one 

scarf and one hat. We did find that both items be-

longed to May Lou McCann.  Thank heavens Mari Lou 

has Judy Hall to take care of her!  

In closing, I would like to say that the entire staff at 

the Gant could not have provided us any better service 

from the front desk, bus shuttles and daily room ser-

vice.  

-  John Brandt & Debbie Dukes  


