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C ome Join Ibex for the 2009 Mid-
west trip to Granite Peak Ski resort 
in Wausau Wisconsin. 
Granite Peak features Wisconsin's 
highest vertical at 700 feet with 74 
runs. 
Granite Peak has expanded in the 

last 8 years to 74 runs, including a 6 
person high speed lift which rises 
700 feet to the middle of the area. 
Granite Peak has the best variety of 
any Wisconsin ski resorts, and ri-
vals any of the Michigan resorts.  
    Granite Peak caters to all ski lev-
els.  The upper middle and left side 
is for high/advanced skiers who 
want to do  moguls, steep short 
shoot runs, advanced glade runs, 
and steeper groomed headwall 
runs. The upper right side is for in-
termediate skiers who want to do 
long intermediate cruiser through 
some nice tree runs. The lower mid-
dle area is for intermediate/
beginners because it features inter-

(Continued on page 2) 

GGRANITERANITE  PPEAKEAK  SSKIKI  TTRIPRIP  

J oin us on Saturday afternoon, 
December 6th, for some most ex-
cellent driving range fun. There is an 
awesome HEATED outdoor driving 
range in Wood Dale called Top Golf. 
It's different than any other practice 
facility you've ever been to. Instead 
of just hitting balls out into a field, 
this place has green-sized targets 
built into the ground. Each target is 
divided into segments, much like a 
dart board, with a different point 
value for each segment. When you 
hit your ball into a certain spot, that 
point value is automatically recorded 
for you and your score is updated 
accordingly. How is this possible, 
you ask? It's quite simple - inside 

each ball lives a small mountain 
gnome (though some non-believers, 
like Lou, claim it's a computer chip) 
that records that the ball belongs to 
you and then another gnome (okay, 
sensor) knows it location. Totally 
awesome gnome-based technology 

(Continued on page 2) 
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mediate and easier runs that cater 
to both beginner and intermediate 
skiers. The beginner area has a 
wonder carpet for beginners to ski.  
    The resort has redone the ski 
chalet, expanding the lounge area 
and adding a large outdoor patio 
area with an outdoor grilling area.  
The amenities has been expanded 
over the last 5 years including more 
ski and snowboard  rentals. 

(Continued from page 1)     Ibex will be staying at the Best 
Western Midway hotel in Wausau, 
which is ½ mile from the resort. The 
hotel has been renovated and in-
cludes a big indoor recreation area 
with a big pool and whirlpool in the 
middle. The hotel also includes a 
restaurant and lounge. 
 
    Ibex will also be having a wine 
and cheese party early Saturday 
night. Wausau contains may nigh 
life options in its downtown area. 
There is also a steak and micro 
brewery 1 mile away called  
Hereford & Hops.  Ibex was at the 
restaurant the last trip, and it is 
good place to go. 
 
Please come to enjoy Midwest fin-
est skiing while enjoying food and 
drink with your IBEX friends.  
 
Come if you want to have a great 
time! 
 
Quick Facts:  
February 13

th
 - 15

th
 2009. 

$180 per person 
2 Days skiing / Lodging  
        
       -Mike & Carolyn Lepsi 

GGRANITERANITE  PPEAKEAK  SSKIKI  TTRIPRIP  --  CONTINUEDCONTINUED    

at work! We can even play dif-
ferent games just like in darts - 
well, sort of.  
  
What's the best part of Top 
Golf? TWO bars!! That's right -
TWO bars!! So even if you don't 
want to hit golf ball you can join 
us for multiple cocktails and get 
sloshed in the comfort of the 
heated bar. My recommenda-

(Continued from page 1) 

tion, though, is to come on out, hit 
some gnome-infested balls in the 
comfort of one of the many heated 
bays, and then get totally sloshed!  
 
Come on, join us December 6th, 
price is $15 if your golfing, bar tab if 
you're not.  
Call me, Jeff Smith, for more infor-
mation. 
   -Jeff 

TTOPOPGGOLFOLF  §§  CONTINUEDCONTINUED  
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ñ...being a 

member of 
Ibex enriched 

my lifeéò 

T he Ibex Christmas party is a few 
weeks away, and there is snow in 
the airédo you know where your 
skis are? Ski season is nearly upon 
us and the Ibex trip spots are filling 
up. Hope you signed up, if you still 
have been dragging you feet there 
are a few spots left, donôt delay any 
longer, or else you will have lost 
your chance to join one Ibex Ski 
Clubs exciting trips for 2008-09. 
With the (seemingly) extraordinarily 
long National election process just 
behind us I know the last thing you 
want to hear about is the Ibex elec-
tions which are just around the cor-
ner, but please bear with me for a 
few paragraphs on the topic. 
As you may be aware the BOD is 
reaching out to try to find or attract 
the future leaders for our club, trying 
to understand what issues may 
make some of you hesitant to step 
up and help run Ibex.  
For me personally, the motivation 
was simply that I caredénot so 
much that I cared about the concept 
of a ski club (which is what got me 

here in the first place), but because 
of what I found it to mean for me. 
Sure Ibex gives you the opportunity 
to go on discounted ski trips, pic-
nics, bike rides, golf outings and 
who knows what else, all great fun.  
The main thing for me was that Ibex 
allowed me to meet some great 
folks who became my friends, and 
to have the opportunity to create 
warm memories with those people. I 
know this may sound trite, given the 
real problems of the world, but be-
ing a member of Ibex enriched my 
lifeéyep I feel I was better off after I 
joined, then before, due to the great 
relationships and experiences I was 
able to share thanks to this silly little 
ski club. Eventually, I decided I en-
joyed that experience enough that I 
was going to be a part of making 
sure it would continue, so others 
could have the same opportunity I 
was given when I was welcomed 
into the club in 1995. In 1998, I be-
came trips assistant, and after that 
took on several of the EB positions. 
At the end of this year, I will have 

(Continued on page 8) 

LLOUOU½½SS  LLOGOG  

W e have a great club: --- we 
arrange great ski trips, we plan fun 
social outings and a great communi-
cation system with our newsletter 
and website.  Based on the partici-
pation levels of the trips and outings 
as well as the increasing member-
ship noted in Jacquieôs article last 
month, it sounds like you agree!  All 
of these extraordinary efforts are 
pulled together by ordinary club 
members* just like you who make 
the club the fun environment that 
you enjoy.  We are all volunteers 
who just like to enjoy the company 
of our fellow Ibex and put some ex-

tra effort in to making that happen.  
Each Spring we engage in an elec-
tion process where these ordinary 
members step up to make the sub-
sequent year yet another success.  
We are fortunate that we have a 
regular group of people who step up 
and volunteer their time and effort; 
yet we get even better when we get 
fresh ideas infused into the mem-
bership/leadership that comes with 
new people getting involved.  
Thatôs where you come in! 
Please give some thought to partici-
pating in the Ibex Leadership for the 
2009-2010 year.  If youôll be attend-

(Continued on page 8) 

IIBEXBEX  LLEADERSHIPEADERSHIP  PPOSITIONSOSITIONS    
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2008/2009 P2008/2009 P AYMENTAYMENT  SSCHEDULECHEDULE  

Excellent  
Trip Leaders 

 
Whitefish 
Jean Bagel 

Bad Hofgastein 
Sarah Schmeichel 

Granite Peak 
Michael & Carolyn Lepsi 

Jackson Hole 
Bill & Bridget 
Haussmann 

Aspen 
Debbie Dukes  
& John Brandt 

Stop by the meetings to drop off a payment or mail them to: 
Ibex Ski & Snowboard Club, PO Box 1542, Palatine, IL. 60078 

F or those diehard skiers that 
want not only a great place to ski 
but a fun town to go along with it, 
Aspen is the answer.  You canôt ask 
for more than a beautiful spring trip 
to cap off your ski season.  Aspen 
has a lot to offer.  There are 4 ski 
resorts that you can visit with your 5 
our of 6 day ski pass. They are:  
Aspen Mountain, Aspen Highlands, 
Buttermilk and Snowmass.  The 
town of Aspen has a wonderful bus 
transit system that will carry you and 
your equipment safely to any of 
these areas by catching the bus at 
Ruby Park. 
 
We are staying at the Gant of As-
pen.  The Gant is located on 5 
beautifully landscaped acres just a 
short stroll from exhilarating skiing, 
shopping, dining and cultural entice-
ments.  Each condo is equipped 
with a full kitchen, private balconies, 
fireplace, pool, hot tubs, tennis 
courts, high-speed wireless internet 
and daily housekeeping.  The Gant 
provides complimentary in-town and 
Aspen airport transportation. 
 

We will be flying American airlines 
leaving from OôHare airport.  
Ground transportation in included 
from Denver to Aspen and back. 
Upon our arrival we will be greeted 
with a complimentary Welcome 
party at the Gant.  This will offer you 
an opportunity to hear from the local 
ski school and activity representa-
tives. 

John and Debbie are your trip lead-
ers.  We are actively pursuing other 
activities we can all enjoy, group 
dinners, pub crawls and maybe 
even a tour of a local silver mine.  
Stay tuned for details at upcoming 
meetings. 
Donôt be left behind! 
   
          -John & Deb 

SSPRINGPRING  BBREAKREAK  ININ  AASPENSPEN  

Aspen  

Trip  

Deposit/Trip 

sign up 9/3 

Payment 

10/1 

Payment 

11/5 

Payment 

12/3 

Payment 

1/7 

Payment 

2/4 

Total trip 

price 

             

Whitefish $200.00 $500.00 $515.00       $1,215.00 

Bad Hofgastein $200.00 $550.00 $550.00 $433.00     $1,733.00 

Munich extension       $225.00     $225.00 

Granite Peak $50.00       $130.00   $180.00 

Jackson Hole $200.00 $300.00   $300.00 $237.00   $1,037.00 

Aspen $200.00 $400.00   $200.00 $200.00 $289.00 $1,299.00 



Page 5 V O L .  X L V I   N O .  V I I I  

Excellent  
Trip Summary 

 
Whitefish 

12/30/08ð1/4/09 
Bad Hofgastein 

1/24ð1/30 
Granite Peak 

2/13ð2/15 
Jackson Hole 

2/26ð3/3 
Aspen 

3/21ð3/28 

G reetings to all.  Brrrr !  I am 
writing this newsletter after returning 
from a warm weather vacation so 
naturally thoughts on the return 
flight turn to ówhatôs nextô.  For me, 
the next trip is Bad Hofgastein.  I 
hope you too have signed up for the 
trip(s) of your choice before itôs too 
late.  The Whitefish & Bad Hof-
gastein trips are now closed.   
 
Granite Peak is our drive up trip and 
also a long weekend for many 
schools and some corporations too.  
It may be possible to make arrange-
ments to add an additional night for 
those that are interested.  If you are 
interested in signing up for this trip, 
contact Mike & Carolyn Lepsi.  
   
We only have a few spots remaining 
for the Jackson Hole trip ï if you are 
interested in skiing Jackson Hole be 
sure to contact Bill and Bridget 
Haussmann.  
 
Aspen is quickly filling up too ï donôt 
hesitate too long or you may miss 
your opportunity to join Ibex for 
spring break in a favorite destina-
tion.   
 
New Years ï Whitefish, MT 
(formerly known as Big Mountain)
- Closed - $1215.00 
 
Trip Leader ï Jean Bagel 
 
Depart Tues., Dec. 30, return Sun., 
Jan. 4th 
Lodging 5 nights  @ Grouse Moun-
tain Lodges 
Includes ground transportation, 4 
days lift, Welcome Reception, and 
New Yearôs Eve Party 
 
 
 

Europe ï Bad Hofgastein, Austria 
ï Closed - $1733 
 
Trip Leader ï Sarah Schmeichel 
 
Depart Sat., Jan. 23, return Sat. 
Jan. 31 with 2 day extension to Mu-
nich available 
Lodging 7 nights @ 4**** Hotel Ger-
mania  
Includes Deluxe motor coach trans-
fers from/to airport and between the 
hotels, Wine & Cheese Welcome 
Party with area briefing, full Euro-
pean Breakfast daily, dinners 
(including beer & wine!), Sunday 
breakfast with sparkling wine and 
salmon buffet, and one special 7 
course gala dinner 
Weeklong English speaking repre-
sentative while in Bad Hofgastein 
Various side trips available  
 
Extension:  2 nights at 4*** Hotel 
Maritim Munich, European Buffet 
Breakfast - $225 additional 
 
Sarah Schmeichel and Glen 
Chiechi are organizing the Pub 
Crawl in Munich. 
 
Since this is a new destination for 
Ibex, here is a little more detail to 
pique your interest : 
 
At an altitude of over 3,000 feet, 
this famous health spa, casino 
and ski area enjoys reliable an-
nual snowfall, fresh mountain air, 
and free from fog. A jewel in the 
Salzburg holiday area, Gastein 
Valley dates back to the 1500s 
and is set in the spectacular 
Gastein Valley.  Then afterwards 
itôs off to refined Apr¯s ski in the 
traditional original Huts and com-
fortable lounges. 
 

(Continued on page 6) 

TTRIPRIP  CCONNECTIONSONNECTIONS  
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Granite Peak ï $180 
Trip Leaders ï Mike & Carolyn 
Lepsi 
Drive Up trip ï Depart Fri., Feb. 13 
return Sun., Feb. 15 
Lodging 2 nights @ Midway Best 
Western 
Includes 2 day lift ticket & Wine & 
Cheese Party 
 
Feb ï Jackson Hole, WY 
 ï 28 spots - $1037 
Trip Leaders ï Bill & Bridget 
Haussmann 
Depart  Thurs., Feb. 26, return 
Tues., Mar. 3 
Lodging 5 nights @ 49er 
Includes ground transportation, 4 
day lift , Continental Breakfast, Wine 
& Cheese Party 

(Continued from page 5) Spring Break ï Aspen, CO  
ï 46 spots - $1289 
 
Trip Leaders ï  
Debbie Dukes & John Brandt 
 
Depart Sat., Mar. 21, return Sat., 
Mar. 28 
Lodging 7 nights @ The Gant 
Includes ground transportation, 5 
day lift, Welcome Reception 
 
  

 -Pam Arnold Chiechi 

Trip Chair - 847-915-2887 

TTRIPRIP  CCONNECTIONSONNECTIONS  §§  CCONTINUEDONTINUED  

F or the low price of $1,733 you 
get round trip air on Lufthansa, de-
luxe motor coach transfers to and 
from airport, accommodations at 

4**** hotel, wine & 
cheese welcome 
party, area brief-
ing and English-
speaking guide, 
daily breakfast, 
daily dinner with 
free beer and 
wine, special 7 
course gala din-
ner on final eve-
ning, Sunday 
breakfast with 
sparkling wine 
and salmon buf-
fet. While lift tick-
ets are not in-
cluded, they price 

at approximately $40.  
There will be numerous side trips 
available such as visiting Salzburg 
and skiing other areas like Kitzbu-
hel. There is a free ski bus that 
picks you up at the hotel or it is a 
short walk to the cable car. 
The two day extension to Munich is 
$225, which includes lodging at the 
4*** Hotel Maritim and full European 
breakfast daily. Ground transport to 
the airport is also included. 
The trip departs on January 23, 
2009 and returns January 30. Two 
day Munich extension returns Feb-
ruary 2. We currently have 17 Ibex 
signed up for this awesome trip. 
There is still a very, very slim 
chance you can get on this trip if 
you act fast. 
    

   -Sarah 

BBADAD  HHOFGASTEINOFGASTEIN: 17 I: 17 I BEXBEX  AREARE  ININ!!   

Big Bad Hofgastein 
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W ith two distinct mountains and 
a cowboy town in the heart of the 
Tetons, Jackson Hole offers some-
thing for everyone.  The mountain 
boasts a skiing history from the 
1930s but has todayôs technology 
including the new tram set to open 
this season.  The townôs character is 
apparent by the saddles used as bar 
seats and it residents exude west-
ern hospitality.   
Our Ibex trip departs on Feb. 26

th
 

where we will fly out west and then 
take a bus over the 49er Inn and 
Suites.  The 49er is in town and 
close to all the sites and shopping.  
On the first night of five, we will en-

joy a nice wine & cheese party and 
possibly retreat to the 35 person hot 
tub for the night.  After the first night 
of rest, our four day lift will give us 
access to the best skiing the Tetons 
have to offer.  Make sure to fill up on 
the 49erôs continental breakfast 
which has been included for Ibex.   
On the hill take any of the 14 lifts up 
to 116 name trails or back country 
areas to transform into a powder 

pig.  Or perhaps Jacksonôs lure is in 
its 100,000 Vertical Feet Club.  Our 
stay also includes a complementary 
Elk Dinner in the lodge.  Jackson 

has numerous winter 
activities beyond 
skiing available.  
Shopping is avail-
able in town for all 
those who wish to 
partake or maybe a 
message and a day 
at the spa;  which is 
highly recommended 
for anyone attempt-
ing the 100,000 ver-
tical foot club.   
The Ibex Jackson 
Hole trip still has 
spots open now and 
we need you to sign 
up.   Due to commit-
ments we will have 
to start cutting spots 

after the next meeting. So donôt 
miss out on the trip, it is a bargain at 
only $1037 for everything.   If you 
want to sign up or have any ques-
tions, please come see us at the 
meeting, mail a payment to the PO 

box or email us at ibextreasur-

er2008@skiibex.com . 
 
  -Bill & Bridget 

JJACKSONACKSON  HHOLEOLE  SSKIKI  TTRIPRIP  

mailto:ibextreasurer2008@skiibex.com?subject=IBEX%20Ski%20Club
mailto:ibextreasurer2008@skiibex.com?subject=IBEX%20Ski%20Club
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held a position on the EB since that 
time, for all but one year. In many 
ways I shared the same passion of 
the folks that have been president of 
the club since I joined (Debbie, 
Scott, Jean & Craig), as well as all 
the folks who gave their time in 
other (often more) important roles 
that help keep the club going. There 
was one common thread they have 
shared: The passion to keep Ibex 
thriving.   
Now my life has changed greatly, 
and having spent approximately half 
the time on the EB before kids, and 
the rest with my children, I am hav-
ing a tough time finding the cycles to 
spend on Ibex leadership and bal-
ancing that against growing children 
who have more and more activities 
they are involved in. Every time I go 
to a meeting (EB, General, BOD), or 
other Ibex related leadership activ-
ity, the little voices want to know 
where daddy is going and why he 
wonôt be spending time with them, 
not always an easy answer to pro-
vide. 
At the end of this ski year, I will be 
retiring from the EB. It has been a 
rewarding privilege to participate in 
the day to day leadership of the club 

(Continued from page 3) for so many years, but I will need 
several years off to take care of the 
most important priority in my life. 
I know many of you enjoy the Ibex 
experience as much as I have, and I 
am hoping some of you will step up 
and make sure that is Ibex is 
around for a long time to come. I am 
selfishly counting on that, so I can 
introduce the little ones to skiing 
with a fun loving ski club, as well as 
still have the opportunity to join in 
other Ibex events.  
Listen to the message the BOD is 
sharing right now, and please do 
consider taking on a role to help 
keep the Ibex experience what it 
has always been, or make it even 
better. Clearly, my role will be open, 
and many on the EB have already 
served multiple years and would 
welcome the opportunity to see new 
folks step up to help carry on the 
Ibex traditions. Please show us you 
care enough about the Ibex experi-
ence to help keeping it thriving. 
 
Have a Merry Christmas, Happy 
New Year and I look forward to see-
ing you on the slopes or at an Ibex 
activity real soon. 
 
   -Lou 

LLOUOU½½SS  LLOGOG    --  CCONTINUEDONTINUED  

ing the December Holiday Party on 
the 17

th 
and might be interested in a 

position but either donôt know 
enough about one of the positions 
or have reservations for whatever 
reason, please talk with a current 
BOD member* If you approach a 
BOD member to learn more about a 
position, it might get you a free 
drink!   -Jean 

(Continued from page 3) * To all of you currently-referenced 
ñOrdinary Membersò: know that you 
are deemed extraordinary and val-
ued by virtue of your involvement!!! 
** Current BOD Leadership:  Janine 
Westlund, Lynne Moon, Jean Bagel, 
Kathy Burns, Mindy Parry, Ed Ben-
dickson, Joe Davis, Lou DiFran-
cisco 

IIBEXBEX  LLEADERSHIPEADERSHIP  §§  CONTINUEDCONTINUED  


